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WHEEL

Christal Smithyman, Amy Gustafson and someone else pictured here at
Seabring racing track. I need a good caption please.

Female Race Car Drivers On The
Thrill of the Chase
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“The first time my dad and I came for the 48 Hours at Sebring I went
through two rolls of film. I couldn’t stop taking pictures,” Christal says.
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“ The corners are where
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perfect formula…

”

Physical strength is but one of a
few differences between male and female drivers. Another difference,
perhaps even more substantial, is the way women approach driving
says Christal: tentatively.
“Because women are more detail-oriented they tend to be pretty
good drivers. Women are a little less aggressive. My boyfriend is
clearly faster. I don’t know the car yet, so I’m more cautious. He’ll toss
it around the track. But he’ll also push me to go faster,” Christal says.
Amy Gustafson, a driving instructor with the Suncoast
Region PCA, admits that she was apprehensive before her
first lesson four years ago, but it didn’t take her long to let go
of her fears and embrace the excitement of the track.
“I was very nervous when I signed up. I was intimidated by a bunch
of guys on the track. But after I started, it just got in my blood. It’s
an adrenaline rush. Now, I’m constantly in competition with myself. I
wasn’t sure I could get to the level I’m at now but I had a good coach
and now I’m faster than the majority of the instructors,” Amy says.
Unlike Christal who is a little more methodical in increasing her speed, Amy is what
drivers call an “8/10th driver” a term used for someone who is driving at 8/10ths their
limit—basically intense, foot-on-the-gas-at-all- times driving.
While she loves pushing the limits on the track she also prides herself on being a polite
driver as well as a knowledgeable one. She says she took her time and stayed a student
forever, learning on a 2001 Porsche 911. She now drives a 2007 Porsche GT3 RS.
“I think typically men are very competitive…but so are women. I love the thrill of the
chase. If I see another instructor that’s faster, I want to pass them,” Amy says.
Despite the novelty of female race car drivers (Christal points out that she draws a
crowd of male drivers when she changes a tire), both women agree that there’s respect
between the men and the women, which may be part of the overall spirit of the Suncoast
Region Porsche Club, Christal observes.
“There are a lot of the clubs in the PCA and they’re all different, but Suncoast is very
careful with who they promote as instructors. We really preach respect and predictability
on the track,” Christal says.
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To learn more about the
Suncoast Region Porsche Club
visit www.suncoastpca.org

INNISBROOK

